A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
The Jameson Raid
Before the year 1895 was out, South Africa, on which the highest hopes were built, had involved the Government kt serious trouble. The discovery of gold in the Transvaal had caused a bitter quarrel between Dutch and British in that State. President Kruger and his Dutch burghers, though very willing that the gold should be worked in so far as it enriched, their country, were extremely unwilling to admit the gold-seekers on terms of equality with their own citizens. They saw themselves in danger of being swamped by a crowd of new-comers under British influence, and sought safety by imposing disabilities which the new-comers greatly resented* All through the years 1894-1895, the latter were laying their plans to throw off the Kruger yoke. There was to be a, " bloodless revolution " in Johannesburg, the centre of the mining industry, and this was to be supported at the critical moment by an incursion of Chartered Company's troops* which the Colonial Office had somewhat incautiously permitted to be brought down from the north to a strip of territory on the Bechuanaland border of the Transvaal -Kruger, it was anticipated, would be helpless between the rising from within and the attack from without, and woold accept the inevitable without serious resistance.
The sequel unfortunately was far otherwise.   Dissensions broke out among the conspirators;   some wanted the ne^w regime to be under the British flag; others wished for a new independent republic; very few were willing to face a struggle^/ in arms with President Kruger, who had learnt of their              '
and was evidently preparing to meet them.   In the mid this confusion Dr. Jameson broke loose and made a dash Johannesburg with his 500 troopers.    (December 31, 1895 "!|, It was a feather-brained enterprise, doomed to failure frorts' the start, and he and his men were easily intercepted captured by the Boers.    A falsely dated letter, evide'' prepared beforehand,  suggesting that he had acted on urgent call to rescue women and children in Johaimesbtii||f; added to the mortification of the whole sorry business.
